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OUR WORK. 
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Report of the Conferdice. w ishine for Probationers for a month or 

"l°r«rhoSt;, ILtllupply once to , 1 ,. Sec...,- 
Barits' Review School .- The examination papers will be sent out for 
Monday July 9 th. The Summer Exam.nation is optional, and a Pare 
Report only on the work is sent (see P.R.S. Regulations). 

Mothers' Educational Course— The Examination Papers wi e 
ouf for Monday, June nth. Will any members who wish to postpone their 
examination kindly communicate at once with the Secretary, House of 

E business t Parents' Review School, Mothers’ Educational Course 
House of Education, Governesses, etc., cannot be answered or received 
between August ist and September 15th, during which time the House o 
will hp Hosed. 


BOOKS. 

Ike Making of Character . Some Educational Aspects of Ethics, 
by J. MacCunn, M.A., LL.D. Professor of Philosophy in University 
College, Liverpool (University Press, 2/6). The Cambridge Series for 
Schools and Training Colleges has made a brilliant beginning in this work 
of Professor MacCunn’s. Educational writers are too apt, in the present 
state of Psychology, to be betrayed into the fallacy of the “ open mind.” 
Professor MacCunn writes as a man of convictions — informed, reasonable, 
balanced, carefully thought-out convictions. He has read deeply in 
philosophy, in science, in literature, and appears to have had a wide 
practical experience of human nature and its ways. From this outlook, 
he considers those things that make for character, and the making of 
character is to him the final aim of education. The four parts of the 
volume treat of Congenital Endowment : Its Nature and Treatment, 
Educative Influences , Sound Judgment, Self - Develop merit, and 
Self-Control. It would be difficult to name a factor in the making of 
character which is not discussed under one or other of these divisions, and 
every point is treated with singular wisdom and sound judgment. The 
freedom of the book from the pedantry and doctrinairism of modern 
educational thought, while at the same time the author justly estimates 
the truths that underlie pedantic and doctrinaire utterances, is refreshing. 
I he style of the book is simple and vigorous. There is no forbidding 
terminology; and the author’s insight and power of seeing both sides of a 
question are singularly appeasing to the reader. Take this, for example 
on the competitive spirit in schools 

mind n th^ 7 a V fr 1Ua iw n v,° f the , competitive s P irit > it is imperative to bear in 
a rival a A tS a ^*7 * S htt e real connect ion between the desire to beat 
thWtoh 7 T g °U dUty • ’ • • *<* it is the direct love of the 
.? T done that real, y wears best, because it can face the day when 
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7V b « forthcoming’ 

. p uve spirit in all its forms is tainted with the blight 


that it stakes persistence 


a given line of action upon a stimulus that is 
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external to the end of the action itself. This, however, is but a qualifica- 
tion. It leaves untouched the fact that, in a society like our own, 
industrial and commercial to the core, the competitive spirit will have 
heavy drafts made upon it in after life. And, this being so, we can ill 
afford to suppress, even were this in our power, these strenuous rivalries 
of schoolroom and playground. ” 

This little book should be of profound value to parents as well as to 
teachers, and we think that Dr. MacCunn has done real service to the 
cause of education. 


Early Childhood , by Margaret Macmillan (Swan, Sonnenschein, 3/6). 
Miss Macmillan has given us an earnest and inspiring volume. The 
chapter about The Feeble-minded Child is especially interesting and 
informing. Miss Macmillan’s scientific nomenclature is open to question 
here and there ; and, perhaps, science is made to serve as too ready a 
handmaid to support the writer's conclusions. We must remember that 
the science of psychology, in its present development, hardly lends itself 
to the educationalist. We must be content to feel our way and must not 
assume that which is not proven. Having entered our protest, we can 
give ourselves to hearty sympathy with this sympathetic and enthusiastic 
writer, who plainly loves children the more, the more they are in reed 
of love, and who knows how' to tell an amusing story and to set forth 
a worthy theme. Literature and Children is very interesting. 

Eight Aysgarth School Sermons , by Rev. C. H. Bontflower (Macmillan, 
2/6). Aysgarth School has, w r e believe, lost its “Thring” in the late Head- 
master, Mr. Hales, and we are grateful to Mr. Bontflower for giving 
us these eight sermons, full of the vitality which comes of a knowledge of 
boys and of their responsiveness to the right lead. Such sermons could 
be preached only in a school where boys are recognized as “ beings 
breathing thoughtful breath.” The subjects are such as Entering into 
Life , In the War Time , Labelled Men , Good Influences , etc., and they 
are of a sort that boys and girls would read with pleasure by themselves 
and for themselves. 

A Plain Woman's Part , by Norley Chester (Arnold, 6/-). This is a 
story of how a w oman’s friendship carries her friend through the temptation 
of an illicit love. The theme is not pleasant, though in these days of 
relaxed moral conviction it may be profitable, and “Norley Chester” 
shows right feeling. There is a good deal of thoughtful, pleasant writing 


in the book. 

The Romantic Triumph, by T. S. Omond : Periods of huropean 
Literature , edited by Professor Saintsbury (Blackwood, 5/-). Mr. Omond 
suffers from an embarras de richesses. The Romantic Iriumfh takes in 
the scope of modern thinking in literature, philosophy, history, theology, 
and this in all the countries of Europe. Names that one knows intimately 
are scattered up and down the pages-Matthew Arnold Keats, Carlyle, 
Thackeray, Ruskin, Punch, Thirlwall, Manning, Keble, Mill, Eugene Sue, 
Saint Beuve, Guizot, Kant, Hegel, and a hundred more. The author s aim 
is to show the progress of what is called the Romantic movement during, 
roughly speaking, the first half of the present century, and the part taken in 
that movement by the more or less epoch-making writers and thinker,. I he 
scheme is a vas one, but we ih.nk we must congratulate Mr. Omond on 


books. 


d~^ndicating the direction and force of 

, fintr his people into P lace < ' * n . skllfu i in what he omits. He does not 
^ movement he describes. He and Dickens> Wordsworth and 
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but. on the whole. 
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handy book of reference. //s Growth and Health in 

Th, N<rvom Warner *M.L). (Macmillan, 4 ®)- The headings of the 
Education, by F. Warner, V. Warner’s method in treating his 

chapters will give some . and Bod y in Infancy and Early Child- 

subject. They are . The Description and Classification of 

w His Brain Paver, 
Children ,n Sehoo. t Feeding, The Training and 

T, 'Si 7 Young Children, Advancing School Method and Teaching, 
Teaching of i x i n f ancv School Life , and Adolescence, their 

ZtZ TraZ; >! Alien, and' Voluntary Mental Cover. 
The parents of children whose development seems to be m any way 
abnormal would do well to consult this work of Dr. Warner s. They 
should find in it light and leading ; and it might lead them to take a serious 
view of an apparently slight matter, and to consult a specialist with good 
effect. We do not advise the parents of children of average health and 
normal development to pore over these interesting pages. One knows 
that to mention any symptom before a nervous invalid is likely to lead to 
the development of that symptom in the invalid ; and we cannot help 
fearing that parents may become unduly nervous about their children ; and 
that, by means of that curious telepathy which seems to exist between 
parent and child, this condition of the parental mind may well produce a 
nervous hypochondriacal race in the future. “ Let them be ” seems to us 
to be on the whole the counsel of wisdom in matters physical, mental, and 
moral for average well-conditioned children. “Let them be,” that is, in 
the sense of surrounding them with only the ordinary precautions and 
influences, but not at all to the extent to which Rousseau would fain “let 
them be.” In the matter of infant development, let us say with diffidence, 
that we are somewhat at issue with the author. When we consider that 
in the first year of his life, a child accomplishes more than in any succeed- 
ing year, we should be careful not to add to his labours by introducing 
co-ordinated movements ~~ * .... — - 


or attempting any active educational measures. 
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The passive education he receives in gaining habits of order, punctuality, 
cleanliness, etc., is all that he wants. 

Blackwood’s School Shakespere :-As You Like It, edited by R- 
Bnmley Johnson (i/-). We are in *u :.i- ** - 


j -....ow.' vve are in sympathy with Mr. Brimley Johnson 

en e says, 1 he aim of this edition is to interpret the plays without 
1 g * n f. ln literary criticism, or trespassing on the domains of 

Dlav f n 0gy - He seems t0 us to have obtained his aim by presenting the 
play in a good type on a clean na„„ .1 „hich 


are e 


, uuidineu ms aim oy presenting 

vnion°t° on a c ^ ean page without references to the Notes, which 

a ory an interesting, but in no way philological or scholarly. 
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The World-wide Atlas (Keith Johnston, 7/6). The World-wide Atlas 
justifies its title. Here we have 128 maps, plans, charts, etc., chiefly 
political. I he physical maps, if not numerous, seem very good. The 
World-wide Atlas seems rather for reference, a capital library atlas at a 
cheap rate, than for the uses of the student of Geography. 

Macmillan’s Foreign School Classics : — 

1. Colomba par Prosper Merimee, edited by G. E. Fasnacht (2/-). 
Colomba is a tale of Corsica and therefore a tale of Vendetta. It is 
deeply interesting, and the exquisite French of M. Merimee, clear-cut as a 
cameo, every word fulfilling its function and no more, should make the 
study of Colomba a valuable exercise in language, especially if the pupil 
be required to write a scene or an incident here and there in the words of 
the author as nearly as he can recollect them. This is a capital little 
edition, well-printed and handy. 

2. Contes de Fees par Charles Perrault, edited by G. E. Fasnacht (2/-). 
M. Perrault’s rendering of these world-wide fairytales is too well-known to 
require comment. This edition has notes and a complete vocabulary by 
Mr. G. E. Fasnacht and should be a capital reading-book for beginners. 

3. Wallenstein’s Lager , by Schiller, edited by H. B. Cotterill, M.A. (2/6). 
We owe Mr. Cotterill thanks for his careful edition of the first part of 
Schiller’s Wallenstein. A map of Germany at the time of the Thirty 
Years’ War, a table of dates, a chart of the House of Hapsburg, an 
historical sketch of the Thirty Years’ War, are among the aids which he 
affords to the student. 

Select Passages from Modern French Authors (Prose and Verse), 
compiled by L. E. Kastner (Blackwood, 2 vols , 2/6 each). I. Junior 
Course. Mr. Kastner seems to have made his selections with considerable 
taste and care, but we doubt if the book is quite suitable for Junior Classes 
to read. Specimens showing the style of some seventy French authors 
may be of advantage to a boy who has already read at least one book by 
each of some half-dozen authors, but for a first introduction to French 
prose we think the work of one author is to be preferred. 

II. The Advanced Course calls for an equal measure of praise, and is 
possibly not open to the same objection, supposing the boys to have read, 
not the Junior Course, but some works of several authors. 

A Compendious German Reader, by G. B. Beak. M.A. (Blackwood. 2/6.) 
Mr. Beak’s German Reader, specially adapted, we are told, for the use of 
Army Classes, also reminds us a little of the boy who tried to draw a big 
handful of figs out of a narrow-necked jar. The extracts themselves 
appear to be suitable, if not always interesting. 

Cassell’s Lessons in french, Part I. (3/6). Cassell’s Lessons in French 
have been before the public for many years, and the publishers have 
thought it necessary to have their French Lessons revised and corrected 
to correspond with changes made in the last edition of the Dictiona y 

of the French Academy. D , TTT , v v VT 

French Conversations , by Dehors de St. Mande, Books III., IV., .. . 

(Swan Sonnenschein, 1 /- each). It is interesting to observe how good 
methods make their way in the world. Though there is nothing said to 
that effect, we should imagine these conversation books to be founded on 
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• _.,u rnpmber of the series 

the method of M. Gouin. A prefatory no ein^ wou|d> we think> have 

indicating how the conversations ar t0 the outside public. 

greatly added to the value of the > Wt Book IV>( edited by 

Blackwood’s Classical cx s . .. ■ t sympathy than of old in the 

j. Sergeaunt. M.A. (fl We , ^rgeaunt ’ ! short notice of Virgil 
class-books prepared fot boys. • ^pictures from antique sources, 

touches the chord of interest, by F. Spencer, M.A., 

A Primer of French Verse for xhe y ob j e ct with Mr. 

Phil. Doc. (Cambridge University Pr . * re of French V erse as 
Spencer is to set forth such a t eory ° rea din^. Most of us have 

may tend to secure correct and intellig * French rhyme and 

ovtrart nr noem ? 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Editor is not responsible for the ofimons of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor, — Is a man necessarily a faddist because he allows the 
boys under his care to go about without linen collars? Boys who stay 
here in the country go to church with white flannel shirts made with a 
turn-down collar, and a good silk tie. In their blue serge clothes they 
look as well, if not better than their contemporaries in Eton collars. 
Their throats grow strong, and they have not suggested discarding any 
other garment. Y ours faithfully, 

A Sailor. 


Dear Editor, — May 1 call the attention of any of your readers w’ho 
are interested in the teaching of geography to the Geographical Association, 
which was founded some years ago for the improvement of geographical 
teaching. The aim of the Association is firstly , to supply teachers with 
information as to the best methods of teaching geography, and secondly , 
to impress upon educational authorities the value of geography as an 
educational subject, when properly taught. The committee some years ago 
memorialized various boards of public examiners, and notes with pleasure 
the increasing tendency among examiners in geography to discourage mere 
learning by rote, and to set questions which call out the pupils’ intelligence 
and reasoning powers. I he events of the past few years, with the growth 
of public interest in what are called Imperial questions, encourage the 
committee to hope that public opinion will heartily support their efforts to 
raise geography in this country to the position it already holds in the 
educational systems of our chief continental rivals. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

2 5 , N °Q* f m Road > A. J. Herbertson (Hon. Sec,,) 

’ Assistant to the Reader in Geography in the 

xWl Ma ”K 1900 . University of Oxford 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss h k ances Blogg, Sec., 26, Victoria Street, S. W. 

'Jo whom all lion . Local Secs, are requested to send reforts of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also 30 copies 

°f a,, y prospectuses or other papers they may print. N.B. 

Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places : — 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Bristol. 

Cardiff. 

Cheltenham. 

Copenhagen. 

Croydon. — Names may be sent pro tem ., P. Rands, Esq., Brighty, 
Bensham Manor Road. 

Dublin. 

Esher. 

Guildford. — Names may be sent pro tem. to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 

Huddersfield. 

Manchester. 

Norwich. 

Nottingham. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Winchester. 

Windsor. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 

Birkenhead.— Natural History Club— It has been decided that, 
owing to the resignation of several members of the Natural History Club 
Committee, the usual summer expeditions w'ill not take place. It is 
intended to form a new' Committee before the autumn, when it is hoped 
the usual lectures for children will be resumed. 

EASTBOURNE. — On May 9th (by the kind permission of Mrs. Matheson) 
a lecture was given at Wargrave House by Miss Edith Barnett. The 
address was a most practical and useful one, and was listened to with 
deep attention by a fairly large audience. The subject was, “ Ihe 
Spending of Money.’ ’ 

HARROW.— A meeting was held (by the kindness of Miss Buchan Smith) 
at Northwood College, on May 14th, at which Miss Carta Sturge gave a 
lecture on “ The Place of Poetry in Education.” The meeting was largely 
attended, and the address raised some animated discussion among the 
audience, which testified to the keen appreciation with which it was 
received.— An address to mothers of the poorer classes (under the aegis 


